My name is Jasmine and I am 7 years old.  My mum calls me chicken because I have skinny legs.  I have spastic diplegia cerebral palsy which means that my brain doesn’t send the right messages to my legs and I get really tight muscles.  Here are 10 things you might like to know about me;
1. I love going to school.  I am in Grade 2 at St Francis Xaviers and have lots of friends.

2. I can ride a horse all by myself.  I recently competed in my first dressage competition and I came first! My blue ribbon is very special.  I’m very proud of myself as I had to practice really hard.  I am going to be in the Paralympics one day.
3. I would love to play wheelchair basketball.  A couple of the Taipans taught me some deadly moves and I can almost dribble the ball now.

4. I’m learning to play the piano and can almost play a couple of songs.

5. My favourite day of the year (apart from Christmas and my birthday) is our School Sports Day.  I love running in the races and playing the ball games.

6. I have been working really hard with my physio therapists (who are awesome) and I can now do about 20 steps without falling.  Pretty impressive I think.

7. I live with my mum, my big brother Jackson and my dog Fabio.  I sometimes practice horse riding on Fabio.  I’m not sure if he likes it but I know Jackson does.  Mum doesn’t really like it, she yells at me to “Stop Riding the Dog!!”

8. I started fishing last year and I love it!!  My Barbie fishing rod is pretty good.  As soon as I put it in the water fish seem to jump on the line.  It’s great.  I once caught a fish so big it snapped the line completely!!  Lucky that mum was holding me so I didn’t fall off the jetty!
9. I’ve also learnt how to swim all by myself and do a pretty awesome dog paddle.  The wonderful Sam and Hayley at C Me Swim helped me learn to do this.  I’m not sure whether I want to go to the Paralympics as a swimmer or in the equestrian events.  I guess I’m still young so I have plenty of time to decide.
10. I would love to be able to walk all the time, instead of being in a wheelchair or using a walking frame, but I don’t get sad about it very often.  I know that we are all different and special and besides I get to cuddle lots of wonderful people when they are carrying me.
